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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SUPERINTENDENT

www.weschools.org

Sincerely, 

Charles Murphy
Interim Superintendent
Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools
Charles.Murphy@weschools.org

Dec 2022/Jan 2023

Dear Willoughby-Eastlake Families,
We are kicking off 2023 with a thank you to our Board of Education!
Each January, more than 600 local school districts across Ohio come
together to recognize this important group as part of School Board
Recognition Month. 

Stacy Menser, President
Jaime Shatsman, Vice President

This year’s theme is Supporting Success for All Students. Our board members help Teach -
Learn - Grow our students each day by engaging in conversations with community
members, attending conferences and learning about current trends in education, and
preparing for and attending board meetings. 

They are elected by you, local residents, for their understanding of the values and current
and future needs of our community. Our Board of Education doesn’t hear thank you enough
for their tireless efforts to make our schools the best they can be by setting the policies and
educational framework for our district. 

Join us this month in thanking our Board of Education, which consists of:

W-E CITY SCHOOLS
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH BEGINS 

Krista Bair
Aaron Reedy

John Roskos

To encourage candid feedback, board members will not be in
attendance
All District residents and W-E staff are encouraged to
participate
No advance registration is required to attend

The Board of Education invites you to share the qualifications
and characteristics you desire in the next Willoughby-Eastlake
Superintendent. The Board is committed to a comprehensive
search and recognizes the importance of community
engagement in the process. Your perspective will play an
essential role in developing the candidate profile for our next
leader. 

Finding Leaders, a local firm selected by the Board to assist with
the Superintendent search, is hosting and administering Focus
Groups.

Tuesday, January 31st
7:00 p.m.

Board of Education
35353 Curtis Blvd, Eastlake 



A WE GO pass will be added to your student’s EZfare account
within 24 hours. If you register on a weekend, your student’s pass
will be added on the next business day.

In order for a student to participate in this program, permission
must be granted by their legal parent/guardian through the
completion of the Parent Permission Form.  

If you have questions about Laketran or this program, please
contact Jordan Gardner at 440-350-1008.

Financial support for this program has been provided through a
grant from the State Support Team 4. 

DISTRICT INFORMATION

STEP 1: Download the EZfare app onto your student's cell
phone
STEP 2: Create an EZfare account using the student email you
include in the parent permission form
STEP 3: Fill out and submit the registration form with parental
permission.

PARENT PERMISSION FORM
Or scan the QR code below with your cell phone camera  

Willoughby-Eastlake and Laketran have partnered up to launch a
new program available to high school students (in grades 9-12)
called WE GO. This program is a free service, provided by
Laketran, and allows Willoughby-Eastlake students to ride
Laketran's Local Routes 1-9 to any destination on those routes
including school, activities, after school jobs, internships and more.

Registration is easy and parent/legal guardian permission is
required! Here are the steps to sign up your student for their WE
GO bus pass:

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

LAKETRAN "WE GO" PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE 
W-E high school and adult program students can ride at no charge 

LEARN MORE
HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIfC9E_ZcwIvPxiOL0HZe1dE5w7CJkWHqZktTSwoqZDM7sfA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.weschools.org/covid19.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/covid19.aspx


www.weschools.org > Parent > Payschools
Online at PaySchools

The W-E Parent Portal is a secure website where parents can
access grades, attendance, fees, and other information about
their children enrolled in the Willoughby-Eastlake School District. 

Once logged into the Parent Portal, 
click on "Balance" to see assessed fees. 

Need to sign up for the Parent Portal?
Click here to learn how: Parent Portal Guide Instructions.pdf

2022-2023 Student Fee Schedule - Elementary (includes SOI grades 3-5) 
2022-2023 Student Fee Schedule - Secondary School (middle and high school, Excel TECC)

www.weschools.orgDec 2022/Jan 2023

Include student's name in the memo
Cash/Check/Money Order

The breakdown of what makes up the fees per grade/program can be found on the
District website, or by clicking the links below. Questions about your student's fees?
Please reach out to your school building. 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

DISTRICT INFORMATION 

SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULES 

1.

2.

Fees are due upon receipt.
If families are unable to pay in full at
the time of receipt, payments can be
made throughout the year.
Unpaid balances could be sent to
collections.

PAYMENT DEADLINE

www.weschools.org
Click on "Parents" sub-head tab (not the dropdown)
On green nav bar, click "Fee Schedules"
Click appropriate fee schedule link on page 

Where are the school fee schedules on the website? 
1.
2.
3.
4.

DOES YOUR STUDENT HAVE FEES?
Parent Portal

http://www.weschools.org/
https://www.payschoolscentral.com/
https://pschool.weschools.org/public/
https://www.weschools.org/Downloads/PowerSchool%20SIS%20Parent%20Portal%20Quick%20Start%20Guide%205-4-22.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/Downloads/Elementary%20School%20Fee%20Schedule%202022-2023.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/Downloads/Secondary%20School%20Fees%202022-23.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/FeeSchedules.aspx
http://www.weschools.org/


TREASURER'S UPDATE 

School funding is a convoluted issue. That’s why this month, we’re providing a high-level
overview of Willoughby-Eastlake’s overall budget. Ohio K-12 school districts receive state
funding through a complex formula adopted by the State Legislature that takes into
consideration many factors including school district property valuation and student
enrollment. 

Although a new system was recently adopted, known as the Fair School Funding Plan, there
is very little overall impact to the funding Willoughby-Eastlake Schools receives. Per-pupil
state funding makes up just 17% of our overall operating budget.

For Willoughby-Eastlake Schools, the responsibility to fund our schools rests largely with our
local taxpayers, with a combined 75% of our operating budget being derived from local
sources. Sixty-five percent of our budget comes from local taxpayers, 7.5% from Public
Utility Personal Property Tax, and an additional 3% is generated from other local sources,
including rental and investment income. The remaining 7.5% of our budget comes in the
form of a homestead and rollback reimbursement from the state of Ohio. This is a
reimbursement of reductions offered on certain local tax levies to senior citizens, disabled
property owners and owner-occupied properties.

We are very grateful for the continued support of our local taxpayers. 

Nick Ciarniello
Treasurer/CFO
Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools
nick.ciarniello@weschools.org

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

BREAKING DOWN THE W-E OPERATING BUDGET

The Willoughby-Eastlake Treasurer’s Department operates under the vision “WE are fiscally
responsible.” The treasurer’s office cannot perform all of the checks and balances necessary for a
budget of this magnitude without a high-quality support team. Thankfully, we have a strong team in
place, and now, others are starting to take notice. 

Michelle Peters, our administrative assistant and purchasing manager, was recently named the
recipient of the 2023 Londa Schwierking Treasurer Support Staff award. This is the first year for the
award and is named for Londa Schwierking, a longtime school treasurer who was dedicated to
professional development to build the next generation of successful school treasurers. 

The award will be given annually moving forward by the Ohio Association of School Business
Officials (OASBO) to a school business official demonstrating exemplary service to the treasurer’s
office and school district operations. Michelle will receive a plaque, a $500 scholarship to be
awarded to a 2023 graduating senior at W-E, and she will be recognized at OASBO’s 2023 annual
conference in April. 

SUPPORT STAFF MEMBER RECEIVES FIRST OF ITS KIND AWARD

Congratulations, Michelle, and thank you for a job well done!  

mailto:nick.ciarniello@weschools.org


At Willoughby-Eastlake Schools, we strive to teach our students the importance of good citizenship.
During this past holiday season, they took this lesson to heart by partnering with several local
organizations to give back. Here is a snapshot of our District’s giving. 

Dec 2022/Jan 2023 www.weschools.org

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE DEDICATED TO GIVING BACK 

Willoughby Middle School
Students at Willoughby Middle School collected more
than 600 cans of food for the Willoughby-Eastlake
Pantry. A special shout out to Lisa Stahlberg, Natalie
Bevan, and all of the Student Council members, who
led this endeavor to benefit our community.

Grant Elementary
Third graders held their annual Veterans Day Community
Service Concert Project at the Willoughby Senior Center.
Students prepared patriotic music to sing at a concert for
veterans, seniors, and their families. This concert was followed
by a luncheon where students were able to spend time with
veterans from our great community. Before the event, the
students practiced several communication skills including how
to properly introduce themselves, shake someone's hand,
maintain a conversation, and ask respectful questions. The
third graders also created artwork and wrote letters to the
veterans thanking them for their service to our community and
to our country.

In music class, first graders learned the importance of
community service and discovered ways that children can
provide services for their community without needing financial
support! The students helped make their school holiday event
Candy Cane Lane a bigger success by providing free
entertainment to enhance the day's offerings. The five first
grade classes split up for two performances throughout the
event. Their performances taught them that even as young
children, they have talents and gifts they can offer to their
community to make it a better, cheerier place!

School of Innovation
In its 12th year, the Stocking Project at SOI continues
to grow, with this year topping the most donated at 445.
Students volunteer to take a stocking (or several) home
and fill it with items they think kids would like. Santa
visits each year to pick them up and delivers them to
the Cleveland Police Department, District 2 along with
the Cleveland Police Foundation who help children in
need in the Cleveland area. They pass out the
stockings all season long to children in need. 



SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

W-E staff participated in a friendly competition this holiday
season, raising $3,000 for End 68 Hours of Hunger. The
nonprofit organization is designed to confront the
approximately 68 hours of hunger that some school
children experience between the free lunch they receive in
school on Friday afternoon and the free breakfast they
receive in school on Monday morning. 

North High School

North High School
students took part in a

Toys for Tots drive,
effectively overflowing the

donation box! The
school’s organizer

received a call from the
gentleman who picked up

the donations to
personally express his

gratitude and appreciation
for the generosity of the

students. 

Students in the North Volunteer Club
helped rake leaves at homes of senior

citizens in the community.

Students collected 4,194 pair of socks for local shelters
and charities. Two lucky students won the bike raffle
for their contribution, with one student gifting it to a
fellow classmate because they didn't own a bike.

Edison Elementary School

North & South High School Team Up

Students at North and South High School raised over
$20,000 during Spirit Week for the Heart Hub Adaptive
Playground Project. The playground will be housed at
Royalview Elementary. 

Want to make a donation?
Email Nancy Knack at Nancy.Knack@weschools.org

W-E Staff

mailto:Nancy.Knack@weschools.org
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

PRESCHOOL AWARDED INNOVATION GRANT 
Willoughby-Eastlake Preschool students will soon receive a boost thanks to a $50,000 Early Childhood
Education Innovation Grant from the Ohio Department of Education. 

The grant is awarded to high-quality early learning programs within high-needs areas of the state to
help provide comprehensive services that support a child’s growth and learning using developmentally
appropriate practices. The funds will be used to purchase and install additional playground equipment
to ensure that all children have opportunities for engagement and learning in our outdoor learning
environment. The funding must be used by June 30, 2023. 

WILLOUGHBY MIDDLE SCHOOL PRESENTS E+R=O
Willoughby Middle School students recently took a trip to Grant Elementary School to help prepare fifth
grade students for their upcoming transition to middle school. The conversation centered around the
equation the middle school uses to set expectations for behavior: E+R=O. E+R=O, or Events +
Response = Outcomes, teaches students that although they can’t control events or the actions of
others, they can control their response, which directly affects the outcome.

Willoughby-Eastlake’s School of Innovation seventh and eighth grade Power of the Pen
teams competed in their first tournament at Lake Erie College on Jan. 7. Nineteen teams
participated, with 70 seventh grade writers and 74 eighth grade writers. 

The seventh grade team of Laylah DeFranco, Kevin Dong, and Suzanna Waldermaier and
eight grade team of Orisunayonimi Araba, Ella Tobin-Arocho, and Alice Zhao have been
practicing their narrative and descriptive writing skills weekly after school since October. Their
hard work paid off. Both W-E teams earned Honor ratings in the district competition.
Additionally, every member of the seventh grade team and one member of the eighth grade
team qualified for the Lake Erie Region Tournament on March 11 at Hudson Middle School.
Congratulations, students, and keep putting pen to paper!

POWER OF THE PEN TEAMS ADVANCE TO REGIONALS



www.safeschoolhelpline.com
Download the free SSHL Mobile app

SEE SOMETHINGSEE SOMETHING
SAY SOMETHINGSAY SOMETHING

GET HELPGET HELP

DISTRICT INFORMATION
SCHOOL CLOSING ALERTS - ARE YOU SIGNED UP?
Parent Portal is the place to sign up or update parent/guardian information, especially contact
information in case inclement weather impacts the school day. 

Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

https://www.weschools.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=5Y2UAI&dasi=2G2
https://www.weschools.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=5Y2UAI&dasi=2G2
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.safeschoolhelpline.mobile


SCHOOL VIEWS

NORTHERN CAREER INSTITUTE

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

Swim team enjoys a team dinner together

Students in Auto Collision are busy
learning from their teacher 

Students
practicing
their blood
draws for
Clinicals 

The Business Academy students raised
money to put together a Thanksgiving basket

for a family in need in the W-E district. 

Congratulations to the Bowling Team
for winning the MLK Jr. Tournament

Students building their Vex robots in Robotics
class

https://www.weschools.org/southhighschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/northhighschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/careerandtechnical.aspx


SCHOOL VIEWS
EASTLAKE MIDDLE SCHOOLEMSEMS

WILLOWICK MIDDLE SCHOOL

The girls basketball teams cheered on the North
girls basketball team at the North/South game 

MakersClub students learning how to 3D
design 

WILLOUGHBY MIDDLE SCHOOL

PBIS Student Ambassadors

The Warrior Leadership Team made holiday cards for
staff members 

Students enjoy their free books from the
Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) Books

For Ownership Program

Students in ELA class 

https://www.weschools.org/willowickmiddleschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/willoughbymiddleschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/eastlakemiddleschool_home.aspx


SCHOOL VIEWS
EDISON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Students raise money for a classmate fighting cancer

Students enjoy
reading time
with their high
school Excel
TECC student
teacher

Over 200 students at Jefferson created hundreds of holiday cards for residents at Deepwood

GRANT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

JEFFERSON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Students enjoy
holiday

activities before
Winter Break

https://www.weschools.org/edisonelementaryschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/grantelementaryschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/jeffersonelementaryschool_home.aspx


SCHOOL VIEWS

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE
PRESCHOOL

LONGFELLOW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kindergarteners enjoyed the Elf Workshop
Day during the holidays

ROYALVIEW 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL OF INNOVATION

5th graders at SOI
graduate from this

year's DARE program 

North students read to the Preschool
students to kick off the Stocking and a

Story program

5th grade band performs at the Performing Arts
Center

https://www.weschools.org/longfellowelementaryschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/earlylearningcenters_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/royalviewelementaryschool_home.aspx
https://www.weschools.org/SchoolOfInnovation_home.aspx


Recreation Leagues
Senior Center

EASTLAKE
Website

VILLAGE OF TIMBERLAKE
Website

WAITE HILL

Recreation Department
Senior Center

Willoughby

 

Recreation Department
Senior Center

WILLOUGHBY HILLS
Recreation Department
Senior Center

WILLOWICK

Facebook pages have been set up for both
Willoughby South High School Alumni and
Eastlake North High School Alumni. Click the
links to the right to follow the page(s) and stay
up-to-date on the exciting developments
regarding each group. 

ALUMNI & COMMUNITY INFORMATION

 

COMMUNITY CORNER
Willoughby-Eastlake Schools serves seven communities:  Eastlake, Lakeline, Timberlake, Waite Hill,
Willoughby, Willoughby Hills and Willowick. Many of these communities have recreation departments
and senior centers that offer multiple events, classes and activities for students and their families. You
can find their websites here and become active in your community! 

*Lakeline does not have a website. 

NORTH & SOUTH ALUMNI GROUPS 

COSMETOLOGY SALON OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Eastlake North High School Alumni
 
 

Willoughby South High School Alumni 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m

Haircuts
Blow Dry & Style
Manicures
Pedicures

The NCI Willoughby Cosmetology Clinic is open for business! All
students are supervised by Mrs. Conti, our licensed Cosmetology
Instructor. Please call 440-602-5140 for an appointment.

Clinic Schedule

Services Include:

Facials
Perms
Hair Color
Highlights Call for your next appointment!

(440) 602-5140

https://eastlakeohio.com/city-leagues/
https://eastlakeohio.com/senior-center/
https://villageoftimberlake.com/
http://waitehilloh.gov/index.php
https://willoughbyohio.com/department/parks-recreation/
https://willoughbyohio.com/department/parks-recreation/senior-center/
http://www.willoughbyhills-oh.gov/departments/services/recreation/index.php
http://www.willoughbyhills-oh.gov/departments/services/senior_center/index.php
https://www.cityofwillowick.com/departments/parks-recreation/about/
https://www.cityofwillowick.com/departments/senior-center/about/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087629156959
https://www.facebook.com/SHSRebelsAlum/
https://www.facebook.com/SHSRebelsAlum/


Willoughby-Eastlake Schools Community Update

Edison Elementary School                                            (440) 283-2176

Grant Elementary School                                              (440) 283-4085

Jefferson Elementary School                                        (440) 283-2177

Longfellow Elementary School                                     (440) 283-4086

Royalview Elementary School                                       (440) 283-2179

School of Innovation                                                      (440) 283-2149

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
Please be sure to report your student's absence. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Eastlake Middle School                                                  (440) 283-4084

School of Innovation                                                       (440) 283-2149

Willoughby Middle School                                              (440) 283-2182

Willowick Middle School                                                 (440) 283-2183

HIGH SCHOOLS
North High School                                                           (440) 283-2178

South High School                                                           (440) 283-2180

NCI Eastlake                                                                    (440) 283-4087

NCI Willoughby                                                                (440) 283-4088



Important Info & Updates

 

Questions?
Email us anytime at PR@weschools.org

DISTRICT CALENDAR
2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR
DISTRICT MASTER CALENDAR - allows you
to filter calendar events by school and dates,
print and export the calendar for transfer to
electronic device
W-E Tip! Check your school's website for any
additional events by the school or
parent/booster organizations. 

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION?
Do you have a question about the Willoughby-Eastlake School
District and you are not sure who to ask? 

Classroom related - contact your child's teacher
Building related - contact your building administrator
W-E Website - our website has lots of great information
Not sure? Contact the Board of Education Office at 

STEP 1: Go to the source of your question.

      (440) 946-5000 or email pr@weschools.org and someone will
      be happy to assist you. 

CONNECT WITH US

Teach - Learn - �ow

Willoughby-Eastlake City Schools - 35353 Curtis Blvd. - Eastlake, OH 44095

https://www.weschools.org/
https://www.weschools.org/
https://twitter.com/WESchools
https://www.facebook.com/Willoughby-Eastlake-Schools-111937727156356/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTS2xu6R-D_ED92Unq_LgQ/featured
https://www.weschools.org/Downloads/2022-2023%20W-E%20Monthly%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/MenuItem/2021-2022%20W-E%20Monthly%20Calendar5.pdf
https://www.weschools.org/MenuItem/2023-2024%20W-E%20Monthly%20Calendar%20(1).pdf
https://www.weschools.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx

